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Notes and Discussions 307 

OCIUM HEINSII 

Dr. Coulter, discussing the parody of Catullus 4 contained in the 1629 
edition of Daniel Heinsius' LausAsini, 1 remarks that "the ablative mare (22) 
and the form ocium (3), neuter singular, as if from a positive ocius, betray 
the Latin of a period when morphology was not yet firmly established." 
In an explanatory footnote on ocium and the hypothetical ocius, she says 
that they are "possibly due to a misunderstanding of passages like Verg. 
Eel. 7. 8-9: 'ocius,' 2 inguitj'huc ades, o Meliboee'; orHor. Carm. ii. 11. 18-20: 
quis puer ocius /restinguat [sic] ardentis Falerni/pocula praetereunte lympha?" 

Caesar Baronius, the historian of Christendom, won an undying memory 
by transforming the ^wwpts (biga) of John Chrysostom 3 into St. Xynoris, a 
new lady saint in the Roman martyrology. Since his day there has come 
to light no finer example of the ghost word than this positive ocius, with its 
neuter singular ocium: attributed, of all men in the world, to Daniel Heinsius, 
whose Latin scholarship could outfit two or three pretentious universities of 
modern days without appreciable diminution. Soberly, we have here merely 
the common mediaeval spelling of otium, which long maintained itself in 
common and printers' usage, frequently side by side with otium, even after 
it was recognized that the latter was the classical form. Calepinus (editions 
of 1560, 1590, 1663) gives the word as Ocium, adding "sive (quod eruditis 
magis placere video) Otium per t." We find, e.g., if we run over a few pages 
of the volume of Heinsius under discussion, ocii (p. 363, 1. 11), negocio 
(p. 325, 1. 11), negociis (p. 353, 1. 4); but also negotium (p. 337, 1. 14). 

The defense of the poetic ablative form mare, as in Lucr. i. 162; Ov. Tr. 
v. 2. 20 and Ex Pont. iv. 6. 46, may be left to the ancient and modern gram- 
marians and lexicographers, from Varro down. 
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PLAUTUS BACCHIDES 434 

Professor Lindsay calls my attention to the fact that the quantity natrlcis, 
given in our lexicons and Priscian, and required for my proposed emendation 
(cf. Classical Philology, XI, 460-61), rests on a false scansion of Lucilius 
72 Marx. This fragment is now scanned, correctly, it seems, as a single 
hexameter, yielding the quantity natrtcem. The point is fully discussed 
in Neue, Formenlehre 3 , s.v. "natrix"; Neue considers the short vowel "wohl 
richtige." I feel that the status of this quantity is a fatal objection to my 
suggestion, which I accordingly withdraw. 

IvEITH if RESTON 

1 "A Seventeenth-Century Parody of Catullus 4," Classical Philology, XII, 198- 
201. 

1 Oeyus was the form in use in the time of Heinsius. See these passages in his 
editions of Horace (1612) and Vergil (1636). 

' De Lazaro Homilia IV 752A: rod /utieaplov Ba/3i/Xa xal rrjs £vva>pldos rav kyluv 
liapripuiv [Juventinus and Maximinus]. See Nova Acta Eruditorum, 1742, p. 154. 
References in J. Vogt, Catalogue Librorum Bariorum (Hamburgi, 1753), p. 73. 



